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Figure 1. Poster presented at the XVI International Union for Quaternary Research Congress 
(Newbrey & Ashworth, 2003) and presented here as one potential “ideal” format. The digital 
poster size in PowerPoint was 32.6” x 56” (81.3 cm x 142.2 cm), which was proportionally-sized 
for printing on 42” x 72” (106.7 cm x 182.9 cm) glossy paper. Even after reduction, some text can 
still be read. The background is a gradient with black at the top and dark blue (red [r] = 0, green 
[g] = 0, blue [b] = 102) at the bottom. The text is white except for the equations and graph and 
table headers, which are yellow (r = 225, g = 225, b = 0). The text sizes are as follows:  title = 82 
pt bold font, name and affiliation = 52 pt bold font, section headers = 44 pt bold font, body text = 
21 pt font, table headers 32 pt font, figure captions = 32 pt font, and reference text = 14 pt font. 



Figure 2. This poster has a variety of grammatical, graphical, and formatting errors. Some are pointed 
out to provide an example of a potential student/teacher critique. This poster would have benefited from 
a more thorough critique. An author can learn to critique his or her own work more effectively by asking 
others for a review and also critiquing other posters.
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Figure 3. A diagram showing the different components of a poster. In the figure some of the text boxes are outlined 
for illustrative purposes; do not use outlines around text boxes. Too many lines are distracting.
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