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Research Scholar Fellowship
2015-2016 Academic Year
Application Deadline – September 21, 2015
The Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarly Activity (URSA) is pleased to announce the call for Research Scholar Fellowship proposals for the 2015-2016 academic year.
To be eligible for one of the awards, a student must be enrolled as a full-time MSU undergraduate. The project must have a faculty mentor and should be completed during the upcoming academic year, although work on the project may continue into the summer of 2016. Each fellowship carries a student stipend of $1000. Each fellowship also has an expense budget of $500. Should additional funds be needed for supplies, travel, etc., additional support can be sought through the URSA Grant and Travel Support Grant Programs. 
To apply, please complete the attached Research Scholar Fellowship application. Hard copies of completed applications, with student and faculty signatures, should be submitted by September 21, 2015. A copy of the application should also be submitted via email (as an attachment) by this date to dpizzo@murraystate.edu.  
Applications will be reviewed by a committee comprised of members of the URSA Advisory Board and others when URSA Advisory Board members must abstain.  Selection will be made on the merits of the project and the likelihood of the project being successfully completed. Awarding Research Scholar Fellowships will be dependent on URSA’s 2015-2016 funding and URSA reserves the right to adjust the funding levels for Fellowship packages prior to award.

The undergraduate applicant is expected to take significant ownership of the project, although mentor guidance is expected.  Presentations and publications of the work are expected.
Please do not hesitate to contact the Office of Undergraduate Research or Scholarly Activity by phone at 270-809-6584 or electronically at dpizzo@murraystate.edu  should you have any questions regarding the Research Scholar Fellowship program or the application process.
Murray State University
Research Scholar Fellowship
Please fill in the information requested, save the file, and print and sign the forms (student and faculty signatures required).  The completed form should be taken to 6B-15 of Faculty Hall. Send an electronic copy (as an attachment to an email) of all forms to dpizzo@murraystate.edu. 
A) STUDENT INFORMATION
	Name:
	E-mail:

	Current Address:
	Permanent Address:

	City:
	City:

	State / Zip:
	State / Zip:

	Phone (campus):
	Phone (home):

	MSU M#:
	

	Academic College (Academic College not Residential College):
	Major:

	Degree:
	CUM GPA:

	Total Credit Hrs. Earned:
	Graduation Expected:

	Class (Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, or Senior):


	Co-Investigator(s):
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Project Title:



	From:         October, 2015

	To:

Month / day / year

	Funds Requested:    $1000 stipend distributed as defined in Section E.
                                    $500 expenses (supplies, equipment, travel, etc.)
  


	Yes / No:
	Is this project being done for academic credit?

If yes, number of hours:

	Yes / No:
	Does this project involve the use of animals?  

(If yes, you must receive IACUC Committee approval.)

Date approved:
If pending, date submitted:

	Yes/ No:
	Does this project involve the use of human subjects?  
If yes, you must receive IRB approval.  
Date approved:

If pending, date submitted:

Protocol number:

	Yes / No:
	Does this project involve hazardous, flammable, or reactive chemicals; ionizing radiation; recombinant DNA; biologically hazardous agents; or known carcinogens?  

(If yes, you must receive approval from MSU’s Laboratory Safety Officer, Gay Wellinghurst. Telephone:  270-809-6752.)

Date approved:

If pending, date submitted:

	Student Signature:                                                       Date:




B) FACULTY INFORMATION
	Name:
	Rank:

	Academic College:
	Department:

	Phone:
	Address:

                   Room No.          Building

	E-mail Address:



	I have reviewed the student’s Application Cover Form and proposal documents.  I have stressed the importance of MSU’s Policy on Academic Honesty (Adopted by the Board of Regents and available in the Undergraduate Bulletin).  I am aware that proposals will not be reviewed if found to be in violation of this policy. I have completed the Faculty
Sponsor Recommendation Form and agree to serve as mentor on this project, if funded.

	Faculty Signature:                                                   Date:




C) TIMETABLE

(TO BE PREPARED BY THE STUDENT APPLICANT)
	MAXIMUM LENGTH: 1 PAGE, TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED.


                                                     Applicant: Insert timeline here
D) PROPOSAL NARRATIVE

(TO BE PREPARED BY THE STUDENT APPLICANT)
	MAXIMUM LENGTH: 5-PAGES, TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED. 


	When preparing the proposal narrative, please note that the proposals are being reviewed by individuals who are not necessarily experts in your field.  A clear, understandable explanation that minimizes the use of technical jargon will help ensure that your reviewers understand the intent and scope of your project. Appropriate citations and references should be included in your narrative. Also, please be aware that the proposal development process is a critical component of this learning opportunity and all proposals will be reviewed for plagiarism using appropriate software.  Proposals that are found to be in violation of MSU’s Policy on Academic Honesty will not be reviewed.



Applicant: Insert narrative here

E) ITEMIZED BUDGET REQUEST FORM

(TO BE PREPARED BY THE STUDENT APPLICANT)
Section E.1 – Student Stipend
During the 2015-2016 academic year, each fellowship awarded will carry a $1000 student stipend. As noted in the cover letter of this packet, awarding Research Scholar Fellowships will be dependent on URSA’s 2015-2016 funding and URSA reserves the right to adjust the funding levels for Fellowship packages prior to award.
Section E.2 Supply Budget
Five hundred ($500) dollars are available through the Research Scholar Fellowship program for expenses such as materials, equipment, and travel that are integral to the conduct of the project.  

Please list all project costs that you are requesting support of through this program.  The expenses must be specific, fully itemized, and explained in terms of their importance to your project.
	Categories
	Number

of Items
	Cost per Item
	Total

Cost
	Source of Item Cost

	Duplicating
	
	
	
	

	Travel*
	
	
	
	

	Phone/Postage
	
	
	
	

	Equipment **
	
	
	
	

	Library Search
	
	
	
	

	Supplies**
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	


* Funds through this program may not be used to support travel to meetings.  Travel funds are allowable when associated with the need to carry out the project (e.g.  fieldwork, travel to libraries, etc.).  Fellows may request portions of their “stipend” funds be held for presentation related travel.
**All equipment and supplies purchased through this program remain property of the University.

	TOTAL SUPPLY BUDGET REQUESTED  (maximum $500):
	$


F) BUDGET JUSTIFICATION
(TO BE PREPARED BY THE STUDENT APPLICANT)
	Provide a brief justification for each supply budget item for which you are requesting support.


Applicant: Insert budget justification here

G) EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

(TO BE PREPARED BY THE STUDENT APPLICANT)
	Please discuss anticipated outcomes of the project, including presentations, publications, performances, or exhibits. Please remember that as a Research Scholar Fellow, you are required to participate in Scholars Week.


Applicant: Insert expected outcomes here

H) DESCRIPTION OF FACULTY MENTORS INVOLVEMENT IN THE PROJECT
(TO BE PREPARED BY THE STUDENT APPLICANT)
	MAXIMUM LENGTH: 1 PAGE, DOUBLE SPACED, TYPED.  Describe your faculty mentor’s anticipated involvement in the project.  .


Applicant: Insert description of faculty mentor’s involvement in project here

I) FACULTY MENTOR RECOMMENDATION

(TO BE COMPLETED BY FACULTY MENTOR)
	Faculty Mentor’s Name:

	Signature:



Please comment on:
1. The student’s ability to carry out the proposed project.

2. Describe your involvement in the project and your anticipated working relationship with the Research Scholar Fellow.
3. Describe any past or present experience you have had with this student (e.g., in a class, supervising this student as a research assistant, or in a directed study or scholarly project).  Describe the student’s strengths and weaknesses.

4. Please provide comments on the merit of this project and its potential impact on the student, 
      including plans for graduate study or employment.
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