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with need, the average cost for a stu-
dent with need after subtracting grants
(but nor loans) and the average debt a
student accumulates before graduation.
We place greater weight on quality
(two-thirds) than cost (one-third) be-
cause a good value isn’t necessarily de-
termined by the lowest absolurte cost.

Scaling the ivy walls

AKING advantage of these

great buys hinges on one cru-

cial point—ryou've got to get
in. That's no small feat at some top-ten
schools, four of which (Berkeley, UNC,
the University of Virginia and the Col-
lege of William and Mary) admit fewer
than 40 of every 100 applicants. But
most schools are within reach of reason-
ably good students: four of the top ten
(Florida, Georgia, Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and New College) and 66
of the top 100 have admission rates of
60% or higher.

A sweet deal can also turn sour if
you need to pay tuition for more :
than four years. For that reason, we -
gave strong consideration to four-year

spPEED | Out in four

A sweet deal can
turn sour if you pay
more than four
years' tuition to
earn a sheepskin.

graduation rates, a NOt-t00-reassuring
statistic that college administrators
generally like to downplay. Of che
schools on our list, UVA and William
and Mary are noteworthy for their high
four-year graduation rates. Overall, the
top 100 schools have an average four-
year graduation rate of only 34%. Over
six years, the graduation rate rises to
62%. That means roughly half of those
who graduated from the top 100
schools took somewhat longer than
four years to earn their sheepskin.
Among schools in our top 100, the
total cost for state residents ranges
from $7,638 (Mississippi University
for Women) to $18,593 (College of
FACULTY | Get noticed

small class size can often

mean more attention from

the professor, for better
or for worse. These schools—all
among our top 50—have student/
faculty ratios of 13 or fess:

College of New Jersey
College of William and Mary (Va.)
Colorado School of Mines

New Mexico Institute cf Mining

and Technology:
New Colfege of Florida
North Carolina Central University
Ohio State University, Cofumbus
St. Mary’s College of Maryfand
University of Defaware
' University of Georgia
| Univ. of Maryland, College Park
Univ. of North Carolina, A'sheviile
Y

New Jersey). The bill for out-of-state
students runs from $8,905 (Mississippi
University for Women) to $33,239
(University of Michigan). Because costs
are relatively low in comparison to pri-
vate schools—for example, incoming
freshmen will pay a total of $37,170 at
Harvard University and $33,560 at
Northwestern Universicy—most mid-
dle-income families qualify for liccle or
no need-based aid (not including loans)
at state schools. For that reason, we
give the greatest weight to raw costs.
But we also give extra credit to
schools that are generous with need-
based aid, including loans. Unlike
most private schools, the publics don’t
usually meet 100% of a student’s finan-
cial need, so we weighed the percent-
age of need rhat each school meets.
We measured what percentage of aid
comes in the form of grants as well as
the average debt load that students
accumulate during their time on cam-
pus. Among the least stingy colleges
on these scores were UNC, UVA and
the University of Washingron. K
'—quaﬂer: JOSEPHINE ROSSI
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