Murray State University
Faculty Senate
May 5, 2009

Present:  Senators Ballard, Binfield, Farrell, Goggins, Herr, Jung, Kleinhans, Koren, Landini, Lanier, Lavalle, McCreary, Pittman-Munke, Porter, Revell, Smith, Washington, White, and Regent Morgan.  Dr. Morgan represented agricultural science allowing for a quorum.
Absent:  Senators Awori, Bartnik, Begley, Blaylock, Bloomdahl, Bodevin, Gannon, Gesler, Guyer, Liljequist, Locke, Miller, Ortmann, Papajeski, Robertson, Rogers, Rose, Swisher, and Yarali.  Guests:  President Dunn, Josh Jacobs, President’s Office, Phil Schooley, Michael Busby, Staff Congress, and Tom Hoffacker, Director of Human Resources.  Media:  None
The agenda was suspended in order to begin committee reports.  After a quorum was achieved, minutes of April 7 were approved with corrected attendance.  Senator Ramona Smith from CSIS was present at the March meeting.  

REPORTS

Finance—No report

Governmental Affairs/COSFL—Vice President Pittman-Munke reported that she had sent a letter as COSFL President to the Governor noting faculty dissatisfaction across the state of his support of the Kentucky Community and Technical College System’s abolishment of tenure.  

Handbook and Personnel—No report; Chair Porter thanked the committee members for their service during the past year.  President White noted that the committee will receive items from him and Josh Jacobs who are working on university governance committee listings.  The committee will also compare Faculty Handbook policies with those of the Board of Regents Policy Manual.  The committee may also consider at least one policy change across campus.  

Rules, Elections, and Bylaws—Vice President Pittman-Munke has consulted CTLT in developing a standard evaluation/voting process for faculty through Blackboard.  University faculty elections results were distributed; it was noted that there were no eligible faculty to serve/represent the University Libraries on university promotion and tenure committees.

Executive Committee—President White reported that the Faculty/Staff Leadership Council met with President Dunn last week.  The president updated them on the budget, tuition, and state appropriations.  Upon recommendation of the Tuition Task Force, the university drafted a tuition policy for next year modeling one at Morehead this past year that yielded increased revenue by capping full-time tuition.  The CPE will meet at Murray on May 22 to consider tuition proposals from each institution.  Dr. White urged faculty to communicate their feelings on tuition to Dr. Mark Wattier, faculty representative to the CPE.   

President White noted an email from the Provost reminding faculty of graduation.  Dr. White noted that graduation is listed as one of the non-teaching duties of faculty in the Faculty Handbook and encouraged faculty to be at commencement.  Dr. White recognized faculty retiring from the university – one Dr. Lanier, Chair of the Finance Committee.  

Academic Council

	Undergraduate Studies—Vice President Pittman-Munke reported that Dr. Brockway deemed the year as very productive with over 400 items being processed for the new catalog.  
	Graduate Studies—No report
	Library and Academic Support—The committee had one meeting to discuss the new library task force proceedings.  A consultant has been hired and will meet with the task force to discuss various needs and how they can be added to a proposal.  Task force members will visit other libraries.  

Residential Colleges—Dr. Landini, Chair of the Council of Heads, welcomed two new heads to the council; Dr. Kenny Fister will replace Dr. Eric Umstead and Dr. Bert Siebold will replace 
Dr. Stephen B. Horwood, the last of the original heads.  Dr. Landini thanked him for his many years of service and his tremendous contributions to the residential college system.  

New Business—President White recognized the service of outgoing senators and Senator Doc Holliday for his service as faculty senate representative to the Intercollegiate Athletic Council.  He also introduced and welcomed new senators.  

The senate elected three new representatives to the Academic Council:  Dr. Suguru Nakamura from biological science to the Graduate Studies Committee, Dr. Peggy Pittman-Munke, social work, criminal justice, and gerontology to the Undergraduate Studies Committee, and 
Dr. Kathleen Farrell, nursing, to the Library and Academic Support Committee.  Faculty Senate representatives continuing for another year are:  Dr. Johan Koren, Library and Academic Support Committee, Dr. Jacqueline Hansen, Undergraduate Studies Committee, and Dr. Andy Gannon, Graduate Studies Committee.  

The nominating committee, chaired by Dr. Gesler, recommended the current officers as the slate for 2009-2010.  No other nominations were made and Dr. Stephen B. White and Dr. Peggy Pittman-Munke were re-elected by acclamation.  President White asked the current chairs to continue until the fall and appointed Dr. Winfield Rose as acting chair of the finance committee.  

Vice President Pittman-Munke, upon the recommendation of COSFL, made a motion that the Faculty Senate endorse hosting a chapter of AAUP on campus.  Senator Koren seconded the motion.  The university has long been censured by the organization.  President Dunn has tried to negotiate a settlement.  The motion was tabled until the fall.  

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
