Murray State University
Faculty Senate
December 2, 2008

Present:  Senators Awori, Bartnik, Begley, Blaylock, Bloomdahl, Erdmann, Farrell, Gannon, Gesler, Guyer, Hereford, Herr, Holliday, Koren, , Landini, Lanier, Lavalle, Locke, McCreary, Miller, Ortmann, Papajeski, Pittman-Munke, Porter, Revell, Rose, Saint-Paul, Smith, Utgaard, White, Yarali, and Regent Morgan.  Dr. Morgan represented the School of Agriculture.  Absent:  Senators Ballard, Hall, Robertson, Swisher, and Wann.  Proxies:  Dr. Rory Goggins for Senator Binfield, English and Philosophy.  Guests:  President Dunn, Adam Murray, Interim Dean of University Libraries, and Josh Jacobs, President’s Office.  Media:  None
The minutes of November 11, 2008, were approved with one correction and are posted to the senate’s website:  http://campus.murraystate.edu/org/facsenate/.

REPORTS

New Library Task Force – President Dunn introduced Dr. Adam Murray, Interim Dean of the University Libraries, who presented background information on current library facilities and talked about facilitation of modern learning activities and communities.  The charge to the task force by the president is to study features and functions of a modern library.  Dr. Murray presented usage figures for existing collections/facilities.  He encouraged faculty to stop by CTLT’s Christmas Gadgets open house in Waterfield on December 15 to view various designs.  
Dr. Dunn recognized concerns of funding a new building and told faculty that any recommendations would include the expansion of acquisitions to better accommodate student learning/research and program accreditations.  

President’s Report – Dr. Dunn briefed the senate on budget items.  He noted an additional four percent cut from the state for this fiscal year.  Next year (2009-10) each organizational unit of the institution may have to identify possible permanent cuts trying to minimize the impact to on-going searches.

In relationship to a new library building, he noted an additional need for new facilities for student services and specifically mentioned enhancement of our Honors Program.  He answered several questions from faculty and took comments.  He encouraged faculty input to him or any member of the task force.  
Board of Regents—No report.
Academic Policies—Chair Koren said the committee will continue to review the mid-term grading process at the request of faculty.  The committee has talked of a proposal from the College of Humanities and Fine Arts to require one 4-hour English composition class to replace the 6-hour 101/102 sequence.  There is a sense to support such a proposal as helping the Department of English achieve its goals for students.  

Finance—Chair Lanier noted continuing faculty reports of delays in retirement contributions by the university.
Governmental Affairs—No report.  

COSFL—Vice President Pittman-Munke noted that COSFL has been invited by CPE to comment on affordability of colleges.  She invited faculty input to her.  There will be an ITV meeting on campus December 6 from 9-11 a.m.  The Governor also has a task force on college tuition (affordability).  
Handbook and Personnel—Chair Porter presented a proposal to add a diversity committee to the university’s governance system at the request of the university president.  A motion to suspend the bylaws in order to vote on this proposal failed.  Senators did not have the required time of three business days to review the proposal with their departments.  The proposal remained in committee for further discussion.
Rules, Elections, and Bylaws—Vice President Pittman-Munke presented preliminary results of the survey of senators on institutional priorities.  Facility requirements to enhance academic programs seemed to be supported.  Athletic expenditures and academic attainment of athletes were concerns.  One-half of respondents had no interest in campus life options.  Faculty offered opinion on internet-based courses.  A summary should be ready in January.  A survey will be drafted to go out to all faculty.  

Executive—President White reported that he had been appointed to the Board’s tuition task force.  
Academic Council


Graduate Studies—Chair Gannon reported that the College of Education has submitted changes to all of its masters programs per a state mandate.  


Library and Academic Support—Chair Koren reported that the committee had not met but that he is serving on the new library task force.  

Residential Colleges—Senator Landini announced that applications for Dr. Horwood’s position as college head are available in the Office of Student Affairs.  Dr. Horwood will retire in the spring.  She encouraged faculty to consider serving.  

New Business

Senator Rose asked about a policy of discarding results of an evaluation if fewer than ten respond to a student evaluation.


It was noted that KTRS has distinguished between smokers and non-smokers on healthcare rates for the first time-a difference of $20.  

The senate adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
