Murray State University

Faculty Senate

April 7, 2009

Present:  Senators Awori, Bartnik, Begley, Binfield, Blaylock, Bloomdahl, Erdmann, Farrell, Gannon, Gesler, Guyer, Hereford, Herr, Koren, Landini, Lanier, Liljequist, Locke, Miller, Ortmann, Peake, Pittman-Munke, Porter, Rose, Saint-Paul, Smith, Swisher, Utgaard, White, Yarali, and Regent Morgan.  
Absent:  Senators Ballard, Holliday, Lavalle, McCreary, Papajeski, Revell, and Robertson.  Guests:  Dr. Renee Campoy and Dr. Peter Murphy, QEP Co-Chairs; Phil Schooley, Staff Congress President; Josh Jacobs, President’s Office, and Tom Hoffacker, Director of Human Resources.  Media:  None
Minutes of March 3 were unanimously approved.
REPORTS

Quality Enhancement Plan—Drs. Campoy and Murphy presented information on the university’s quality enhancement plan as required by our SACS accreditation.  The university is redefining its plan in preparation of the fifth year report to SACS this year.  
A survey will go out to all campus constituencies to identify one topic that the university will concentrate on to improve student learning.  Faculty were encouraged to participate.  

Regents—Regent Morgan introduced Mr. Phil Schooley as the staff regent-elect.   Regent Morgan asked for feedback from faculty on tuition to be discussed at a Board meeting on April 13.  The university is limited to a four percent increase by CPE.  The task force appointed to study tuition scenarios will propose differential tuition for any hours taken above fifteen.  Some departments have expressed that this will be detrimental to their programs.  The 120 hour degree was also questioned.  

Academic Policies/Handbook & Personnel—The committees met jointly to discuss the clinical faculty proposal presented by the Provost last month.  A letter has been sent to the provost noting concerns with the current wording and affirming reasons for granting tenure as stated in the Faculty Handbook.  Committee chairs have met with faculty in the University Libraries and at the BVC.  A resolution to delay any recommendations until the senate has had time to fully deliberate the proposal was passed 26 for/1 against/1 abstention.  
Finance—No report.

Governmental Affairs—No report.


COSFL—COSFL continues to work on getting a steady stream of revenue for 
higher education; concerned that 2008 funding is at the same level as 1998.  The 
April meeting was cancelled waiting on information from CPE.

Handbook—The senate passed two revisions to the Faculty Handbook.  Language in Section 2.7.5.1 was cleaned up to comply with recent changes to Section 2.7.4 dealing with the number of members to the departmental tenure committees.  Section 2.7.3.4 was revised to require written evaluations by departmental committees for annual performance evaluation of probationary faculty members.  

Rules, Elections, and Bylaws—The committee will accept nominations through the end of the meeting for available positions in this spring’s faculty governance elections.

Executive—The executive committee presented a resolution that the administration notify affected employees of the release dates of any 403b and 401k transfer payments to the various vendors at the time of their release.  Previous attempts to resolve delays of payments have failed to address the concerns of affected faculty.  Mr. Hoffacker was introduced and explained the process with vendors.  HR will assist any affected employees.  
President White reported the proceedings of the tuition task force.  He expressed his view that any differential rates would be short-term and that tuition should return to normal as soon as possible.  

A nominating committee for next year’s senate officers was appointed by the executive committee:  Dave Gesler, Ann Landini, and Terry McCreary.  

Dr. Gesler, a former scholarship athlete, was also appointed to fill the senate vacancy on the Intercollegiate Athletic Council for 2009-2010.  An election for 2010-2013 will be held next spring.  
Academic Council


Undergraduate Studies will no longer entertain any new items for next year.  
They do have some to approve on second reading.


Graduate Studies passed two MBA program revisions. 


Library and Academic Support—No report.

Residential Colleges—RC Chair Landini announced Kenny Fister and Bert Siebold as new college heads to begin July 1, 2009.  

The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

