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Handout :French schools and the Educational system questionnaire :  see http://campus.murraystate.edu/academic/faculty/therese.saintpaul/FRE105education.htm

· Read the comments and check the online articles in this module
Schools.
1. At what age can little French kids start "school"? 
2. What are the US equivalents of CES?  Of Lycée? 
3. . In class Video clip:  
---Two "colleges" are seen: how are they different? --- Is there special education? 
     ----Are there options for kids who are not academically –minded? Explain 
4. The BAC? What is this?  At what level of schooling does a student take this exam? The BAC can be of different types. Give some examples of specializations.  
5.  DO you notice some differences between the French and US secondary school systems? 
e.g.  Programs, options, exams, atmosphere in schools/in classes, community and social activities... 

Higher education 

1. How do students access universities? 

2. Are the French universities differentiated into “research’ or teaching institutions like in the States?

3. Are the French universities expensive?  How are they funded?
4. The French universities were some of the first in Western Europe (e.g. La Sorbonne, Paris).  What 3 subjects did they teach in the beginning? 
5. Today the French universities retain some of the older traditions.  Their focus is essentially academic.  
6. Except for Medicine, Performing Arts or vocational training are not part of a French university cursus but of specialized Institutes of Higher Education. Where (name of Institution) does one study Engineering? Architecture? Public Affairs?  Who created these Schools, and for what purpose? 
7. The Paris Beaux Arts school and the Conservatoire de Musique are famous: why?
Educational approach in France
1--Give the pro and cons of an education system that focuses on standarized programs and national standards and exams in the primary and secondary education system as well as imposes entrance exams and preparatory classes for the Grandes Ecoles and for some top professional specialized schools (e.g schools of Journalism,  Dance,  Art, Design, Architecture) 
2--.  It is said (see online article: Continuity and Change in the System) that school has a symbolic importance for the French. What is it? Which are the principles that govern France’s concept of education?  

3--. France devotes its largest budget to education 7.3% of GDP, also its education system is the biggest employer, yet there were and still are issues in education.    Outline some of these. 

4.  School in France is very academic: no football games, no fund raisers, no sororities or fraternities, no campus life because the universities are usually in the city centers.   Yet there are sports and cultural activities, theater groups, cine-clubs and independently organized action groups, satellite to the university .Lots of cafe –life, discussions, music and art are buzzing in university life.  Student life is organized by students essentially.  If you compare resumes, one written by an American and one by a French person, what do you think will be excluded or included by each?
5. Vocational training: cite some of the measures that France has taken to help the students on a non-academic track, at the secondary school level. 

6.  What does "secular" mean in the context of schools in France?  Can you explain with a reference to history?  Is this a problem for multi -culturalism   in the French classrooms?  Explain.
7. What ARE the ERASMUS/LINGUA PROGRAMS?  Have you heard about these? Where?
 

	



 

