ECO 310 Course Writing Assignment- Fall 2002
Dr. S.  Hassan

Your writing assignment is based on the following topic:

Ramifications of the IMF Inconsistent Policies in Bailing Out Financially Troubled Nations 

As you should know by now, the Argentine economy has been in crisis for the last 2 years. The financial crisis is now believed to have a contagion effect on other economies, including Ecuador, Brazil and other Latin American countries. The Bush Administration refused to bail out Argentina. It also refused to help Brazil; it back tracked on that stand and allowed the IMF to provide financial assistance to Brazil. It then refused to send the money to Brazil. Now (late summer of 2002), the IMF extended a $30 billion financial assistance to Brazil (with the U.S. approval)! The IMF, along with the Bush Administration, has extended financial help for Ecuador (without any or little question).

In writing the term paper you may look (but you are not limited to) into:

1. How the IMF policies coincide with U.S. policies;

2. Factors that lead to these inconsistent policies;

3. Reasons behind the refusal (approval) of financial support for each individual country;

4. The (present and future) consequences of the IMF and/or U.S. policies.

Note #1: I will look into how you explored the above issues when I grade your paper for content!

Note #2: Your understanding of these issues will depend on your reading and understanding of Chapter 12 of your textbook, among other things.

Note #3: Please be assured that you are entitled to take any position on this issue as long as: (1) you treat both sides of the arguments fairly; and, (2) your conclusion is consistent with your arguments laid out in the body of your text. That is, your grade does not depend on the position you take but it does depend on the depth of your research, understanding of the issues, and consistency and strength of your analysis.

Please follow the guidelines I listed in the syllabus as well as the ones provided by the English instructor (adjunct professor). 

