Hum 212-02 and 06

Fall 2003

Written Assignments

You will write two papers and one final essay exam (which allows for some outside preparation).  Your papers will be evaluated for, among other things, adherence to the assignment, clarity of expression and organization, grammar, logic of argument, originality, use of evidence and citation, and evidence of careful and deep thought.  Please use a brief parenthetical method of citation (to be discussed further in class).

Paper One

Your first paper will consist of a 750-word analysis of the role of romantic/erotic love as a stabilizing or destabilizing force in society.  You will make use of any three of the readings from the first two thematic sections in the course calendar.  Your paper should not be a summary of the readings; rather, it should be a detailed and thoughtful analysis of a common human condition and the implications of that condition to the maintenance and values of a society.  Your paper will be due at the end of class on 3 October 2003.

Paper Two

Your second paper will consist of a clear and detailed write-up of a presentation that you will make to the class.  The write-up should be able to stand on its own as a clear, purposive and thoughtful essay.  See the project handout for more details on topics and due dates

Final Exam Response

Your final exam will be an analysis of Morrison’s The Bluest Eye.  The novel will serve as the focal point for an investigation of the four themes that we have considered this semester.  In your response, make use of at least two works (stories, poems, or philosophical essays) from each of the thematic sections to address the problems of identity, community, knowledge and ethics in the novel.  Your response should not be a plot summary of the novel; rather, it should be a detailed and thoughtful application of your reading and of the lessons of this semester to think critically and analytically about themes in the novel.  Your response will be due at the end of the final exam period as indicated on the course calendar.  You will write your response during the final exam period; prior preparation is permitted, but books or notes are not.

