Questionnaire  CS 202 
                                  No. _____

Thank you for your willingness to participate in the study of an introductory computer science course and the factors pertinent to success in this type of course.  Your individual responses to this questionnaire will be kept confidential, will be kept in a data base by an identification number (no names), and will be destroyed after the collective data is gathered and analyzed.  Please be as honest and accurate as you possibly can so that the data given to the researcher can be relied upon to analyze the computer science discipline.

Demographic & Background Data:

Gender:  Male  or  Female  (Circle one)

Classification:  Freshman    Sophomore   Junior    Senior    Other  (Circle one)

High School Math Courses: Indicate how many semesters of math you took in high school. _____

1. Previous Programming Experience:  Place a check mark by each statement that applies to you.

____  I took a computer programming course prior to this class (high school, computer camp, community college, etc.)

          If you checked having a prior computer programming course, please check any of the statements that apply to that course:

          ____
The course emphasized using subprograms and structured approaches to the design of the programs (no GO-TO statements, use of while loops, top-down design, etc.)

          ____
BASIC (QBasic) programming language

          ____
PASCAL or ADA programming language

          ____
COBOL programming language

          ____
C, C++ programming language

          ____
Other programming language…what was it? _________________

____ I learned to program on my own by reading books, talking with others, etc. (You should check this if you participated in self-initiated programming without the help of a formal class. Even if you took a computer programming class, you may have written programs that went above and beyond the scope of the class “on your own,” so put a check mark at this item.) 

2. Previous Non-Programming Experience: Tell how many average hours per week you spent on the following items prior to taking this class (use 0 if none, ½ if 30 minutes, etc.).

____  Number of hours/week I surfed the web for information I needed, used e-mail, chat-rooms, and/or on-line discussion groups.

____  Number of hours/week I played games (either on-line games or individual games) on the computer.

____  Number of hours/week I used application software such as word processing, spreadsheets, or databases, etc.

3. Encouragement to Study Computer Science: 

Did someone give you encouragement and/or the desire to study computer science either by words or role modeling?  Yes     No

   If yes, put a checkmark by the most important person that gave you this encouragement and/or role modeling. (Choose only one)

    ____  father/step-father

    ____  mother/step-mother

    ____  other family member

    ____  teacher, guidance counselor, high school personnel

    ____  friend / peer

    ____  professional in the computer field (does not have to be an acquaintance)

    ____  college recruitment

4. Work / Study Style Preference:

When given a programming assignment or when a test is coming up which method would you prefer? (check one)

____  individual / competitive work or study

____  cooperative / group work or study

Read each of the following items completely and decide which of the five statements most accurately describes your feelings. Circle one number for each item.

5.  difficulty of this class:

4 very easy; I find the concepts easy to understand and the assignments simple to complete on my own.

5 somewhat easy; Most of the time I understand the concepts and can complete assignments without much help.

3 neutral;  I find some concepts easy and some difficult to understand.  There are times when I need help completing an assignment and other times when I do fine alone.

2 somewhat difficult; The concepts are difficult to understand.  I need help most of the time with assignments.

1 very difficult;  It seems no matter what I do, I just cannot grasp the concepts. I would not be able to complete assignments without help.

6.  writing computer programs:

5
very easy; I can design the logic of the program and code the program without help and with no real problems.

4
somewhat easy; Most of the time I can design the logic and write the code with very little help.

3
neutral;  I find some programs easy and some difficult to write.  There are times when I need help designing the logic and/or writing the code and other times when I do fine alone.

2
somewhat difficult; The programs are difficult to write;  I need help most of the time with designing the logic and/or writing the code.

1
very difficult;  It seems no matter what I do, I just cannot see how to design the logic and code the program. Without help I would not be able to complete the programs.

7.  working at the computer on a programming assignment: 

5
very relaxed;  I am completely at ease working at the computer on my assignment. I know if something does not go as planned I will be able to work the problem out.

4
fairly relaxed; I am pretty much at ease working at the computer on my programming assignment. I know if something goes wrong I can get help.


3
neutral;  Although I do not feel really nervous working at the computer to complete my programming assignment, I also am not really relaxed either. I work at the computer on my programs like I would on homework in other courses.


2
somewhat anxious; I am uneasy about completing my assignments and working with the computer. I am aware that problems might occur that would make my program not work.


1
very anxious; I am very aware of nervousness. I have tightness in my stomach or clammy hands or other symptoms of being nervous. I am afraid I will not know what to do if I do something wrong. 

8.   My level of understading in this class:

5
Overall, my level of understanding is higher than any of the others in the class.

4
Overall, my level of understanding is higher than most of the others in the class.

3
Overall, my level of understanding is probably about the average of the class.

2
Overall, my level of understanding is lower than most of the others in the class.

1
Overall, my level of understanding is lower than any of the others in the class.

9.   PARTICIPATION IN CLASS:

5
I am very comfortable asking questions and enjoy volunteering to answer questions in class.

4
I will sometimes ask a question in class and sometimes will volunteer to answer a question.

3
I usually do not ask questions in class but will answer a question when called on by the professor.

2
I refrain from asking questions in class and prefer that the professor not ask me questions in class.

1
I will not ask questions in class and sit in fear that I will be called on to answer a question in class.

10.   PARTICIPATION DURING LAB:

5
I am very comfortable asking questions and enjoy volunteering to answer questions in LAB.

4
I will sometimes ask a question in LAB and sometimes will volunteer to answer a question.

3
I usually do not ask questions in LAB but will answer a question when called on by the professor.


2
I refrain from asking questions in LAB and prefer that the professor not ask me questions in LAB.

1
I will not ask questions in LAB and sit in fear that I will be called on to answer a question in LAB.

11.   USING OFFICE HOURS for help with assignments or course content:

5
I am very comfortable going to the professor’s office to ask questions about the class and/or assignments.

4
I am fairly comfortable going to the professor’s office to ask questions although I will usually try to get my answer from someone else first.

3
I feel indifferent about going to the professor’s office to ask questions.  I will do it if I need to but probably will use other means.

2
I am uncomfortable enough that I refrain from going to the professor’s office to ask questions unless circumstances are serious.

1
I feel too uncomfortable going to the professor’s office to ask questions. I will just let my question go unanswered before I will go.

12.  Exam grade:

Please rate your feelings about your grade on your exam by checking one answer:


____I am happy with my grade on the first exam – go to question 13, skip question 14.

            ____I am unhappy with my grade on the first exam – skip question 13, go to question 14.

13. Reasons for Exam Grade: Answer this question only if you were HAPPY with your grade.
Please rate the importance of each possible reason by using the scale below. Just circle the number.

	Definitely not a reason
	Not a very important reason
	Neutral
	Somewhat important reason
	A very important reason


The exam was easy. 

   
           1
             2
       3
             4
       5

I was lucky. (studied just the right                          1
             2
        3
             4
        5

material, guessing paid off, etc.)
I worked very hard studying for the test.   1                          2
        3
             4
        5

My ability in this area is high. 
              1
             2
        3
             4                      5

14. Reasons for Exam Grade: Answer this question only if you were UNHAPPY with your grade.
Please rate the importance of each possible reason by using the scale below. Just circle the number.

	Definitely not a reason
	Not a very important reason
	Neutral
	Somewhat important reason
	A very important reason


The exam was difficult. 

           1
             2
         3
             4
        5

I was unlucky. (studied the wrong material,         1
             2
         3
             4
        5
 got sick just before the test, etc.)                         

I didn’t work hard enough studying.           1
             2
         3
             4
        5

My ability in this area is low. 
              1
              2
         3
             4
        5

