Instructions to add a Common Dialog Control to your form:

1. You should have your form visible & the toolbox open.


2. Choose Project from the Menu


3. Choose Components


4. Choose “Microsoft Common Dialog Control”


5. Click on Apply (you will notice that the new control appears in the Toolbox)


6. Close out the Components dialog box.


7. Now you can add this control to your form, name it, & use it in code.

Suppose you name the control dlgMyControl. To get it to come up to allow the user to give you a file name to OPEN, you would write this code:


dlgMyControl.ShowOpen

If you want the dialog box to automatically use only certain types of files (let’s say text files) as a default, use a filter:



dlgMyControl.Filter = “Text Files(*.txt)|*.txt”


dlgMyControl.ShowOpen

Now to assign the file name that is chosen by the user to the variable MyFile, you would write this code:


MyFile = dlgMyControl.FileName

Then you could write the code to open the file:


Open MyFile For Input as #1

Suppose you want to allow the user to select a filename to save a file. You would then use the common dialog control for Save As: (you can also supply filters on this control)


dlgMyControl.ShowSave

Then you could write the code to save this file: (note I am using the variable for the file name MyFileToSave)


MyFileToSave = dlgMyControl.Filename


Open MyFileToSave For Output as #1

Suppose you want to allow the user to give you some information about the Printer:


dlgMyControl.ShowPrinter

Also you can call on the common dialog controls for changing color and for changing font:


dlgMyControl.ShowColor          dlgMyControl.ShowFont
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